In acute cases gonococci are to be found lying outside the cells,5 but it is on their symmetrical arrangement within the pus cell that we chiefly rely for purposes of diagnosis. The material to be examined should in all cases be taken as early in the course of the disease as possible. In ophthalmia it may be collected in a platinum loop or on a sterile cotton swab. In urethritis the meatus must be first cleansed with an antiseptic lotion, the pus then squeezed out from the orifice, the first drop rejected, and the second received on a cover glass. In women the specimen is taken from the urethra, or with the help of a speculum from the cervix, using either a swab or loop.

